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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action 
can be found in a prior Office action. 

2. Claim 1, 2, 4, 6-9, 16, 23, 24 and 27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as 
being anticipated by Chang et al. (US 5,367,523). 

Regarding to claim 1 , Chang teaches a network status reporting method for 
reporting in a communications network a network status information to a data 
source 21 with an adaptive transmission rate in order to enable said data source to 
adapt said transmission rate based on said network status information (Column 8 
Line 15-24), said communications network further comprising at least one 
intermediate network node 22, and a data sink 23, wherein only said data sink 
reports to said data source on said network status information of said 
communications network in a neighbourhood around the data sink (Column 8 Line 
7-9), and wherein no intermediate network node reports to said data source on said 
network status information of said communications network (see Figure 2), and 
wherein said communications network is a heterogeneous network comprising at 
least two different networks (Column 6 Line 16-20). 

Regarding to claim 2, Chang teaches a communications network comprising: 
at least one data source 21 with an adaptive transmission rate; at least one 
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intermediate node 22; and at least one data sink 23, wherein said data source adapts 
said transmission rate on the basis of network status information (Column 8 Line 
15-24), and wherein only said data sink is able to report said network status 
information of said communications network in a neighbourhood of the data sink 
to said data source (Column 8 Line 7-9) and no intermediate node is able to report 
network status information to said data source (see Figure 2), and wherein said 
communications network is a heterogeneous network comprising at least two 
different networks (Column 6 Line 16-20). 

Regarding to claim 4, Chang teaches said data sink 23 is a network 
termination in an access network of said communications network. 

Regarding to claim 6, Chang teaches the data source 21 being used in the 
communications network according to claim 2. 

Regarding to claim 7, Chang teaches the data sink 23 being used in the 
communications network according to claim 2. 

Regarding to claim 8, Chang teaches said data source is configured to 
request said data sink to report to said data source on said network status 
information of said communications network (Column 8 Line 25-29). 

Regarding to claim 9, Chang teaches said data sink is configured to regularly 
report to said data source on said network status information of said 
communications network (Column 8 Line 60-63). 
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Regarding to claim 16, Chang teaches the network status information is 
information about the status of a network segment around the data sink, the 
network status information comprises a report about at least one of: congestion, 
radio-frequency interference, and weather condition in the network segment 
around the data sink, and the report is communicated to the data source (Column 8 
Line 7-9). 

Regarding to claim 23, Chang teaches one of the at least two different 
networks form the neighborhood around the data sink and wherein the 
neighborhood around the data sink is different type of network from a network 
formed by the intermediate node (Column 6 Line 16-20). 

Regarding to claim 24, Chang teaches the data sink is connected to a 
network termination element via a first communication network and wherein said 
network termination element is connected to the data source via the at least one 
intermediate network node of a second communication network, and wherein the 
first communication network is a different type of network from the second 
communication network (Colunm 6 Line 16-20). 

Regarding to claim 27, Chang teaches the data sink is connected to a 
network termination element via a first communication network and wherein said 
network termination element is connected to the data source via the at least one 
intermediate network node of a second communication network, and wherein the 
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first communication network is a different type of network from the second 
communication network (Column 6 Line 16-20). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action 
can be found in a prior Office action. 

4. Claim 3 and 5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Chang et al. in view of Giroux et al. (US 6,963,538). 

Regarding to claim 3, Chang teaches a network status reporting method for 
reporting in a communications network a network status information to a data 
source 21 with an adaptive transmission rate in order to enable said data source to 
adapt said transmission rate based on said network status information (Column 8 
Line 15-24), said communications network further comprising at least one 
intermediate network node 22, and a data sink 23, wherein only said data sink 
reports to said data source on said network status information of said 
communications network in a neighbourhood around the data sink (Column 8 Line 
7-9), and wherein no intermediate network node reports to said data source on said 
network status information of said communications network (see Figure 2). 
Chang, however, does not teach said data sink is a line termination in an access 
net\york of said communications network. Giroux teaches said data sink 19 is a 
line termination in an access network of said communications network. It would 



Application/Control Number: ^91131^1 1 Page 6 

Art Unit: 2616 

have been obvious to one slciiled in the art to modify Chang to use data sink as a 
Hne termination as taught by Giroux in order to monitor networlc status around the 
line termination (s2 in Figure 3A). 

Regarding to claim 5, Giroux teaches said network status information is a 
capacity of a link 16 between a network termination 18 and a line termination 19 in 
said access network of said communications network (Column 5 Line 61-65). 

Response to Arguments 

5. Applicant's arguments filed October 27, 2006 have been fully considered but 
they are not persuasive. 

6. In response to pages 1 1-12, the applicant argues that Chang does not 
disclose a heterogeneous network having two or more different networks. Change 
teaches translating data into packet formatted appropriately for transmission on the 
packet network 10 and generating the header to be used to route the packets 
through the packet network 10 (Column 6 Line 16-20), therefore Chang teaches a 
heterogeneous network having two or more different networks. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

7. Claim 10-15 and 17-21 are allowed. 

8. Claim 22, 25 and 26 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base 
claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 
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Conclusion 

9. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension 
of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire 
THREE MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is 
filed within TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the 
advisory action is not mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened 
statutory period, then the shortened statutory period will expire on the date the 
advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will 
be calculated fr-om the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, however, 
will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the mailing 
date of this final action. 

Any inquiry conceming this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Clemence Han whose telephone number is 
(571) 272-3158. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 9 - 5. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Huy Vu can be reached on (571) 272-3 155. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 
571-273-8300. 
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